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KENMORE-FENWAY:      PRESERVING  A  HERITAGE  |   DEVELOPING  A  FUTURE 


THIS   PROPOSAL  FOCUSES  ON   RESTORING  HISTORIC  AND  RESIDENTIAL  QUALITY  TO  KENMORE 
SQUARE,   WHILE  PROVIDING  FOR  ECONOMIC  DEVELOPMENT : PLACING  HEAVY  COMMERCIAL  DEVELOP* 


{tft> 


MENT  AND  ENTERTAINMENT  IN  THE  BROOKLINE  AVENUE  AREA. 

HOUSING  KLCNG  DEERFIELD  ST  AND  UPGRADING   EXISTING  COMMONWEALTH ^.PTS  STABILIZE  COMMUNITY, 

A  MASSIVE  INFUSION  ON  HOUSING  ON  BOYLSTON  ST.   WILL  HELP  ANCHOR  THE  RESIDENTIAL 


NEIGHBOR  HOOD,   AS  WELL  AS  CONNECT  IT  TO  THE  RESIDENTIAL  AREA  OF  AUDUBON  CIRCLE. 

INFILL  HOUSING  ALONG  BEACON  STREET  AT  AUDUBON  CIRCLE  WILL  REINFORCE  THIS  CONNECTION 

AND  LINKIT  AS  WELL  TO  THE  SQUARE.  MORE  RESIDENTS  WOULD  PROVIDE  A  DIVERSE  POPULATION 
AND  A  MORE  STABLE  ECONOMIC  BASE  TO  SUPPORT  MORE  DIVERSE  RETAIL  SHOPS  AND  RESTAURANTS. 
THIS  ALSO  CALLS  FOR  RESTRUCTUBSNG  THE  TRANSPORTATION  INFRASTRUCTURE  TO  ALLEVIATE 

PRESSURE  ON  THE  3QUAPE  AND  ITS  ENVIRONS.      A  WATER  TAXI  ALONG  THE  CHARLES,   SHIFTING 
BUS  TRANSPORTATION,    DEVELOPMENT  OF  A  MAJOR  TRANSPORTATION  CENTER  ADJACENT  TO  THE 
TURNPIKE  OR  OVER  IT  WITH  PARKING  FOR  2,000  cars.^NEW  EXITS  FROM  THE  TURNPIKE  DIR- 
ECTLY INTO  THE  PARKING  FACILITY,   COULD  ALLEVIATE  SOME  OF  THE  TRAFFIC  CONGESTION  AND 
POLLUTION  OCCURING  DURING  FENWAY   PARK  GAMES.  THE  EXISTING  TRANSPORTATION  SPINE  WOULD 
BE  THE  SITE  OF  DEVELOPED  TRANSPORTATION. 


SARA  KONTOFF  BAKER  c  1988 


PROPOSAL 

KENMORE-FENWAY t PRESERVING  A  HERITAGE;   DEVELOPING  A  FUTURE. 

This  proposal  focuses  on  restoring  the  historic  and  residential  quality  of  Kenmore 
Square,  while  providing  economic  stability  and  future  develop  ment. 

Inherent  in  this  plan  are  proposals  to-  reduce  pollution  in  the  Square,   expand  and 
develop  alternative  modes  of  transportation(including  a  water     taxi),   shift  major 
transportation,   parking  and  heavy  development  to  the  Brookline  Avenue  area  across 
the  turnpike  from  the  Square, 

Kuch  needed  housing  could  be  provided  by  utilizing  underused  or  abandoned  commer  cial 
or  semi-industrial  buildings  for  congregate  and     artists'   housing. Proximity  to  major 
hospitals, transportation,  cultural  and  social  events  make  the  area  particularly  feas- 
ible for  developed  housing. 

Connecting  the  river  to  Olmsted's  Fens  could  provide  pedestrians  with  green  space 
and  aesthetic  walkways,   restoring  and  developing  the  Emerald  Necklace, 

Historically  Kenmore  Square  was  the  Western  Gateway  to  Boston  characterised  by  el- 
egant architecture(l°th  century  brick  bow-front  houses),   hotels  and  green  spacefen- 
joying  a  unique  site  by  the  Charles  River,  This  should  be  restored  and  reinforced. 

PROBLEMS 

POLLUTION':  Air  =nd  noise,  particularly  during  Baseball  Season  because  of  Fenway  Park, 

TRAFFIC:  Particularly  congested  during  baseball  season, 

VANDALISM i  Disco-night  clubs  opan  late, sometimes  clients  riot,  students  from  BU  and 

Baseball  Fans  create  havoo^. 
UNSTABLE  TRANSIENT  POPULATION:  Stores  cateirtol6-2^  yr  olds  (60  %)   with  fast  foods. 

Lack  of  var  iety,  amenities,  upscale  retail,  and  diversity, 
ECONOMIC  INSTABILITY  :  Retail  shops  poorly  maintained;  unsightly  debris,  signs. 
AESTHETICS  LACKING  ON  STREET  EDGEi  Need  new  signage,  street  furniture,  trees. 
CONFLICT  AMONG  MAJOR  USERS t  Residents,  students,  Fenway  Park  Fans 

SOLUTIONS 

TRANSPORTATION!  WATER  TAXI -Stop  at  Sherborne  St.  connects  ■•  Boston,  Cambridge  with 

Western  communities  of  Newton,  Watertown,    (recreational) 
Reduces  traffic  in  Square.  Reduces  pollution  from  traffic. 

Provides  pedestrian  way  over  turnpike  directly  to  Fenway  Pk. 

TUHNPIKB  BCITS-  Directly  into  parking  facility  on  Brookline  Ave. 

Easterly-ramp  into  garage.  Westerly  via  last  block  on  Newbury 
BUS  STOP-  move  from  Square  to  transportation  center-Brookline  Ave- 
COMMERCIALi  HOTEL-  Over  turnpike,   on  Landsdowne  St.  or  Brookline  Ave.     ^00  rmB«J 
r       *n,d  BSTAILi-  upgrade  and  direct  toward  diverse  stable  residential  population: 

ENTOTAINMENT"  Kenmore  Sq .-shops. restaurants, market  with  fresh  produce. 

Boylston  St. -first  level  shops  with  amenities,  medical  supplies, 
Brookline  Ave.  -  Restaurant  Row,   shops  entertainment, sports 
DISCO       Landsdowne  St.  and  Brookline  Ave. -remove  from  the  Square,  and 

residential  areas. 
HOUSING:  New-inf ill-Beacon  St.  Low,   moderate,  mixed.  .~il**H.ftht.) 

Re-use-  eommercial'  , semi-industrial, some  abandoned, underused  buildings  for 

cong.regate.and  artists'   housing/studio/rehearBal/perfgrmance  space. 
Restoration^  itfraao'llOLeTl mating  yFrrT  old  Buildings.  FMds  for  tenants. 
PARKING:  New  garage  and  transportation  center  with  direct  access  from  "PIKE"  for 

cars,  busses.  Model-Port  Authoritv  in  N.Y. 
GRSTT  SPACE: Reconnect  communities(Fens,   Audubon  Circle,  Kenmore  Sq.   residential) 

to  river  and  Fens,  via  tree  lined,  landscaped  pedestrian  walkways. 
IMPROVED  STREETSCAPIiiSquare  and-environs  with  landscaping,  lighting  and  street  furn- 


PROBLEMS     Pollution t  air  ,  avis*  traffi« 

Tnaffie  i»  Kenmere  Square,  particularly  during  baseball  season . 

Vandalism 

Unstable,  transient  papulation. 

Economic  instability* 

Lack  ef  amenities  fer  residents .. .diverse  sheps  restaurants. 

Conflict  among  protagonists. . .residents,  BestonUniversity, 

"discos",   aad  Fenway  Park. 

Vandalism  in  residential  areas. 


opportunities-reduce  traffic,  noisb,  pollution  ik  kbnmore  square 

*  New  exits  (east  and  west)  from  turnpike  direetly  into 
nmlti-level  par  king  facility  between  Beacon  St.  and 
Breekline  Ave. 

Accommodates t  Feaway  Park  fans,  hospital  workers, 
tourists  fer  restaurants,  "discos", 
students  and  commuters, 

*  yew  commuter  rail  stop-Bast  end  ef  Landsdewne  St. 

*  Water  Taxi  connects  with  pedestrian  way  to  Feaway  . 
STABILIZE  NEIGHBORHOOD  WITH  DIVERSE  HOUSING 

*  Lew,  moderate,  high,cengreg  ate  and  artist. 

REINFORCE  RESIDENTIAL  CHARACTER 

Create  circle  of  housing  around  entertainment  and  re«« 
tail  eere,  connecting  existing  housing  with  new  and 
infill. 

CONNECT  SQUARE  VITH  RIVER  AND  FENS 

*  New  connections  with  emerald  aecklacc  fer  West  Fens , 
Audubon  Circle. 

*  Pedestrian  paths  to  river,  Fens,   from  Beacon  St.  to 
Breekline  Ave. 

STABILIZE  AND  EXPAND  ECONOMIC  BA3E 
* 

Diverse  businesses—  retail,   restaurants,  amenities 

fer  diverse  populati en , 

EXPANDED  RECREATIONAL  OPPORTUNITIES 
* 

Swimming,   skating. 

*  Maintained  and  developed  groom  space. 
IMPROVED  STREETSCAPE 
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TRANSPORTATION 

WATER  TAXI t 


GARAGE 


TURNPIKE 
EXITS 


NEW  RAIL 
STOP 


BUS  STOP 


Connects  Best en,   Cambridge  and  the  western  e  annuities 
•f  Watertewn,  Newten,  Walthan;  reducing  f  raffle  en  read- 
ways  and  Keanere  Square. 

Step  at  Sherberne  St.(K>nnere  Sq.   area)   haa  aeeees  te  ex- 
isting feetbridge  ever  Sterrew  Drive.     Centinuing  aeress 
Cennenwealth  Ave.,   new  feetbridge  ever  Maaa.  Pike  takes 
pedestrian*  directly  te  Fenway  Park,   aveiding  Kennere  Sq. 
and  residential  areas. 

New  garage  and  transpertatiea  center  aceenncdates  exits 
from  Mass.  Pike,  busses  »nd  railway.     Parking ,  shepsfand 
efficcs  en  nul ti -levels . 


Exits  fren  beth  Seat  and  Vest  sides  ef  the  Turnpike. 
Traffic  flews  fren  Eastbeund  Lane  directly  inte  parking 
facility.     Westbeund  exit  entc  Newbury  St.  ene  blcek 
fren  Breekline  Ave. 


New  rail  step  at  Fenway.     Twe  eptienst 

1.  End  ef  Landsdewne  St.   (East  end) 

2.  At  new  transpertatien  fasility-par  king  garage 

At  transpertatien  facility.  Busses  fer  Fenway  Park 
Exit  frem  turnpike  inte  parking  facility. 


HOUSING 
NEW 


RE-USE 


UPGRADE 


Aleng  Bcylsten  St. centinuing  scale  and  style  ef  existing 
heusing...  lew,  nederatc.  eon*rc*atc(prcxinlty  te  hespitals.) 

Mixed  use.  First  level  retail,   housing  abeve.   Retail-aw- 
enitles  for  neighberheed,   nedieal  supplies 

Sears  building-  upper,   nederatetlew,   eengregate  fer  elderly. 
Gennercial.seni-industrial— artists'   live/werk,  re* 
hearsal,   perferaance  space. 

*  Ccngregate  heusing  nay  be  ideally  lecated  in  thin  area 
because  ef  its  prexinity  te  najer  nedieal  centers,  and 
the  availability  ef  staff (student,  nursing,  nedieal). 

«  Secial,  cultural  and  sperting  events, as  well  as  educatienal 
eppertunities  exist  within  the     gener  al  area. 

Heaters  existing  heusing  by  upgrading  buildings  that  are 
50  years  eld  ana  pyhsically  deteriorating   . 


f 


GREEN  SPACK 


FBDBSTHAF 
PATHWAYS 


Reeeaaeet  eemanaity  with  Charles  Riverfreat  and  Feas. 
Iapreve  atreet  edge — mtw  laadaeapiag .   Preaerve  greea  spaa*. 
Liaa  pedestriaa -paths  with  fleweriag  trees. 

Create  pedestrian  path  fraa  aoanuter/pla&sure  water 
taxi  stap  at  Sherbeae     St.  ta  Feaway  Park, 

Caaaaat  with  path  fraa  Feaway  Park  ta  the  Faaa. 

Create  pedes tri am  llmk  fraa  res idea tial  areas  ef 
Audubea  Circle  and  Beaeea  St  ta  Braekliae  Ave .(shops, 
restauraats)  eeaaeetiag  aad  reiafereiag  resideatial 
areas. 


IMPROVED  STREET 
EDGE 


Ceaaeaweatti  Ave . ,  Breekliae  Aye . ,Beylstea  Sts ,  Yawkey 

Way, Landseapiag,  resurfaced  sidewalks,  iapreved 

lighting, street  furniture. 

First     fleer  retail.. .wide  bays,  lew  sills. 


CCKHBRCTAL 


Retail,  mixed  uae  aleag  Beylstea  St... first  fleer  ef 
heuslag  te  preride  aaeaitiea,  aedical  aad  effice  euppliea. 


ENTERTAINMENT 
RECREATIOI 


Create"restaurant  raw"  en  Beylstea  St.  reinfereing 
preseat  tread. 

Reiaferce  Laadadewae  St.  as^Disce-Danee  Bitertaiameat7 

Create  apart  facility  far  neighber-heed  —awiaaiag  aad 

akatiag—  at  Vaa  Neas  St.  parkiag  area  feraerly  used  by 
Sears. 
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